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Pamunkey Indian Reservation est. 1646
The Pamunkey Indian Tribe has a long history of managing and protecting 
our natural and cultural resources. 
Pamunkey Indian Museum and Cultural Center est. 1980
Chief George Major Cook, ca. 1920
Pamunkey Indian Men Digging Clay ca. 1918
Pamunkey Indian Fish Hatchery est. 1918
Today we continue those efforts as we address the effects of 
climate change:
• Sea level rise
• Sever weather events
• Flooding 
• Rapid erosion
• These are not future issues we’re planning for, 
we are dealing with them now
How are we addressing them? Through building 
Tribal member capacity and institutional 
partnerships
• College of William and Mary
• Virginia Institute of Marine Sciences
• Virginia Department of Historic Resources 
• Preservation Virginia
• DATA Investigations, LLC
• Chesapeake Scientific, LLC
• St. Mary’s College and National Park Service
Institutional PartnersTribal Member Capacity Building
• Program Area Working Groups comprised of  
community members, tribal staff and tribal 
government representatives
• Natural Resource Management Working 
Group
• Cultural Resource Management Working 
Group
• Aid the Tribe in managing the workload 
affiliated with these program areas
Pamunkey Indian Archaeological Shoreline Survey Project
• Funded by a grant in partnership with the VDHR
• William and Mary Center for Archaeological Research 
(WMCAR) leading the survey
• Three tribal members hired and trained as 
archaeological field technicians 
• Record sites located along our shoreline that are being 
lost to erosion
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Indigenous Cultural Landscapes Project
• Project Partnership between the National Park Service 
and St. Mary’s College
• Historic research of Native places located within the 
York River system (York, Pamunkey and Mattaponi 
Rivers)
• Pamunkey component focused on walking tours off and 
on the Reservation with Tribal elders to gather oral 
history information about important places
• Historic Architecture and House sites
• Archaeological sites
• Traditional cultural properties 
• Marshland habitat – flora and fauna historically used by the 
Tribe
• Final product will be an interactive map of the region 
with links to the oral interviews and photographs of the 
places recorded
Pamunkey elders on walking tour discussing the use 
of dead fall traps for trapping muskrat, mink, 
otters and raccoon (from left to right): Grover Miles, 
Warren Cook and John Henry Langston
Sturgeon Species Recovery Grant
• In partnership with Chesapeake Scientific, LLC
• Funded by the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)
• Three Tribal members hired to work in the field
• Purpose of project:
• Tag and track Atlantic Sturgeon in Pamunkey River
• Map the river bottom to gauge and record habit preferences 
of the Atlantic Sturgeon
• Better understanding of the Atlantic sturgeon spawning habits 
contributes to finding solutions to protect and repopulate the 
species
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EPA Indian General Assistance Program (I-GAP): 
Integrated Waste Management Plan
• Develop Integrated Waste 
Management Plan for the Pamunkey 
Indian Tribe
• Outreach and education to the Tribal 
community (composting, recycling 
and refuse management 
• Develop EPA-Tribal Environmental 
Plan (ETEP)
• Foundation for:
• Establishing Office of Environmental 
Protection for the Tribe
• Other grant opportunities via EPA
• Treatment as a State (TAS) Status 
Plans for the future…
• Shoreline Stabilization and Restoration Efforts 
• Tribal Wetlands Management Program
• Treatment as a State (TAS)
• Shad hatchery maintenance and expansion
• Continued survey and recordation of the 
Reservation’s cultural and natural resources
• Establish Public Health and Safety Working 
Group – aid in management of gray 
infrastructure issues 
